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Text: John 21.1-17 

Title: Everyday Jesus

Big Idea: A Real Relationship with the Risen Jesus

Summary

What would you do after the resurrection? Some of Jesus' closest friends go fishing. 
And at first, they don't even catch any fish. Pretty ordinary. Why use an Easter Sunday 
to talk about ordinary? Good question. 

Easter Sunday is the annual celebration of the most stunning, incredible, monumental, 
historical event. Why focus on the ordinary on such and extraordinary day? The big 
reason? Jesus’ resurrection is miraculous. Much of the Christian life is lived in the 
ordinary. God is present in the miraculous. But He is just as present in the ordinary. And 
for many of us that’s the hardest place for us to find Jesus. In the everyday stuff of life. 
The ordinary stuff. A frustrating meeting. Changing a dirty diaper. Eating a burrito. 
Driving the kids to school. Studying for a test. Jesus is there. He is actually interested in 
the details of your life. He actually cares. 

 
Throughout this story we are actually seeing the rhythm and pattern of the Gospel. So 
appropriate to call that out on Easter Sunday. Jesus takes all the initiative. He purses. 
He provides. He restores. Jesus shows up in the cradle. Jesus goes to the Cross. Jesus 
rises form the dead. All in service of restoration. To bring us back to God...He has given 
us every reason to love Him. In the extraordinary. And the ordinary. 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Questions (Read the text as a GC before getting into the questions below)

1. Our culture has been called a "cult of the Extraordinariness". Everything is big, 
awesome, upgraded. Why do you think our culture tends to love the 
extraordinary?

2. After reading John 21.1-17, what do we know about Jesus from these verses?
3. After Jesus' resurrection, some of his friends go fishing. They don't even catch 

any fish. Pretty ordinary. Jesus eventually shows up and shares a meal with his 
friends. Again, pretty ordinary. Is there room in our lives, for an ordinary life with 
Jesus?

4. Jesus is with you in the ordinary stuff of life. Think specifically. What could 
ordinary life with Jesus look like for you this week?

5. What do you want to see change in your life in response to this text?
6. Jesus restores. He restores when we have failed him, when we drift from him, 

when we ignore him. How can a real relationship with the risen Jesus give hope 
for those who feel like they have failed, drifted, or straight up ignored Jesus?

 
Pray Together as a GC (Use the prompt below. Aim to pray together for 15-30 minutes)

• How can we pray for each other?
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Quotes

◦ “Ordinary has to be one of the loneliest words in our vocabulary today. 
Who wants a bumper sticker that announces to the neighborhood, “My 
child is an ordinary student at Bubbling Brook Elementary”? Who wants to 
be that ordinary person who lives in an ordinary town, is a member of an 
ordinary church, has ordinary friends, and works an ordinary job? Our life 
has to count. We have to leave our mark, have a legacy, and make a 
difference...We have to live up to our Facebook profile.” (Michael Horton)

◦ “Why do so many of us who see Jesus every day of the week never see 
Him? Are we looking for Jesus walking on water, a cosmic light show, a 
charismatic circus, a transfiguration of Denali that we can take a picture 
of? Why doesn’t Jesus advertise Himself? If He wants to be known as 
God present with us, to heal and save and bless, why doesn’t He get our 
attention and let us know pointblank what is going on? Why doesn’t Jesus 
at least raise His voice? The short answer: God reveals Himself in 
personal relationship...God is not a phenomenon to be considered. God is 
not a force to be used. God is not a proposition to be argued. There is 
nothing in or of God that is impersonal, nothing abstract, nothing 
imposed...He isn’t out to impress us. He’s here to eat bread with us and 
receive us into His love just as we are, just where we are.” (Eugene 
Peterson)

◦ “We need never shout across the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer 
than our own soul, closer than our most secret thoughts.” (A.W. Tozer)

Additional Bible Passages

• 1 Corinthians 15


